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Jonathan Olesky (03:55):

Good afternoon and welcome to The Upside. I'm Jonathan Olesky with Jmore, and this is our
virtual show brought to you by The Associated: Jewish Federation of Baltimore and Jmore
magazine to keep Jewish Baltimore informed during this time of uncertainty. Now, if you have
questions for our guests today, please be sure to type them in the chat or message us on
Jmore's Facebook page. Now, it is my pleasure to introduce your cohost for The Upside today.
Beth Goldsmith, chair of The Associated: Jewish Federation of Baltimore and Dr. Scott Rifkin,
publisher of Jmore. Beth and Scott, take it away.

Beth Goldsmith (04:29):

Thanks Jonathan. And welcome everyone. Last year, we celebrated the 75th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz. A time when the world said never again. Yet, unfortunately we
are now seeing a disturbing uptick in antisemitism throughout the globe. Neo Nazis are
gaining currency. Holocaust deniers are distorting the truth and rewriting history. We've
come to a crossroads in our country, and we must work very hard to combat what is going
on? Fortunately organizations like the Anti-Defamation League, ADL, and The Associated's
Baltimore Jewish Council, BJC, are committed to this task through education, advocacy and
more. Scott, please introduce our guests.

Scott Rifkin (05:26):

Thank you. Thank you, Beth. We're excited today to welcome Doron Ezickson and | hope |
pronounced your last name right, Doron, and your first name, for that matter. | hope | did well
with that. He's vice president of the ADL's Mid-Atlantic and Midwest Division and Howard
Libit, executive director of The Associated's Baltimore Jewish Council. Let me start with a
couple of comments. It seems that in the United States, we can talk internationally as well, but
in the United States over the last four years or so, there's been an empowering of groups with
antisemitic beliefs and you saw it in the attack on the Capitol where folks were wearing Nazi
paraphernalia and you see it in a politician out on the who's claiming that lasers from a
Jewish, a billionaire are causing forest fires or something crazy like that. There seems to be an
empowering and unholy alliance between some of the right wing in this country and
antisemitic groups. And I'd love to hear your thoughts, both of you gentlemen, on where we
are in this country and we're nationally on antisemitism and how it plays into the current
politics. Doron, if you want to start, maybe?

Doron Ezickson (06:43):

Thank you. Thank you, Scott and Beth, and it's a pleasure to be here and thank you for
everybody who's tuning in. It's | think a very important to understand what we are seeing
today in part in historical context. And we at the ADL start with an understanding of what is
antisemitism and at its core, antisemitism is a conspiracy theory. It is animated by conspiracy
theories. And when we, when we see historically periods of time where there is social discord
or economic uncertainty or political upheaval, unfortunately people are given in a variety of
cultures and, you know, over the millennia or religious contexts conspiracy theories emerge,
and the, the most ancient and persistent of conspiracy theories is of those of Jewish power,
Jewish control and the like, and so we have seen, yes, we have seen an unleashing if you will,
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an amplification of what we refer to as most, mostly the seven tropes, the seven tropes about
Jews.

Doron Ezickson (07:59):

And we have seen that absolutely on the far right and quite violently so, but not exclusively
so. So it's important that we understand that on elements of the far left, we have seen also
similar types of conspiracy theories, espoused. We have seen it always in the context of the
Israeli Palestinian Conflict as well as in certain so-called religious leaders like Nation of Islam
and Louis Farrakhan, who has a brilliant form of antisemitism and misogyny and anti white
attitudes By far the most violent and the most, and the most deadly however has been on the
far right. And the new tool that we have not yet come to grips with is social media and the
internet, which is a platform that allows all of this traditional h,ate and the conspirators
themselves, to find one another, to educate one another and to plan. And we saw that in high
relief on Capitol Hill, as you referenced Scott, and quite frankly, | speak of this in terms of
bookends to this particular chapter, you know, from Charlottesville to Capitol Hill, we saw the
same in Charlottesville also with deadly results. Howard, perhaps you'd like to add to that.

Beth Goldsmith (09:27):

Yeah, well, Howard's on mute, so I'm not sure if he can control that or John, if you need to get
involved.

Doron Ezickson {09:33):
Sorry, | didn't mean to toss it to him. If that wasn't the plan,

Beth Goldsmith (09:42):
[Inaudible]

Howard Libit (09:43):

My apologies. | had a little coughing fit and | muted myself to not step over you with my
coughing and | couldn't unmute, but anyway ... Everything Doron says, is of course, spot on. |
guess |, and | tend to think of it here in the Baltimore area and Maryland is kind of, we have
the, the, the antisemitism we may see in people's communications, that we may see in in
conversations in, in every day, everything from you know, graffiti, the kind of to to what you
hear or what you see in conversations to then the real concerns about safety and the real
concerns about the most extreme forms which, which fortunately here we haven't
experienced directly in the Baltimore community. The, the violence that we may have seen it,
you know, in, in Pittsburgh or in, in San Diego or New Jersey, or, or even the attacks we've
seen in some of the Orthodox communities of New York which is all driven by antisemitism.

Howard Libit (10:51):

And, and we've been lucky so far, but that doesn't mean we're not investing in the safety and
security. It's, it's really important, but also the education piece. And, and | know we'll get into
that more, but, but really the | guess I, you know, the Baltimore Jewish Council was founded in
response to the rising antisemitism and the 1930s. And six, seven years ago, before | started
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with the BJC, as they thought about goals and priorities, at that time, it felt like antisemitism
while, you know, certainly hadn't, wasn't totally gone, antisemitism wasn't the, the driving
concern it was today. And as, as we kind of, as, as the board, then thought about staffing,
thought about resources, antisemitism didn't have its own position or its own person just
because it wasn't, it didn't feel like we were in that moment. Now in the last two, three years,
we really feel like it's, we're in that moment and we really need to devote more time and
thought and resources. And we're lucky we have national partners like ADL to, to help call on
to help us.

Doron Ezickson (11:59):

And if I might, Scott, just add one other thing also for context, and, you know, we at ADL
believe in, you know, in data and in trends and really following things to be able to speak
objectively about about what we are, you know, experiencing maybe on a more ad hoc basis.
And, you know, there is overall, there's an underlying positive trend in some respects about
Jewish life in America. We have polled routinely attitudes about Jews. And attitudes have
improved. And in fact, in our most recent national poll 69% of respondents U.S. Adults
responded that they felt warmly towards Jews, that they, there was no animus. There was
none and only 7%, you know, would acknowledge some hostility which is, you know, pretty
much improved over many years. That said fully 40% of the respondents did believe multiple
antisemitic statements to be true. And 11% believed six or more of these stereotypes, which
are again, rooted in those tropes. | referenced; Jewish power, Jewish money, Jewish influence,
dual loyalty, or disloyalty, you know, first loyalty to Jews, first loyalty to Israel, as opposed to
where they live. And so in order to understand the antidote, we have to, | think we have to
understand the, you know, the ill. And the ill has always been there. It's just, and now we're,
we're in this spasm, if you will, as you know amplified by the internet, as | said. And, and |
think Howard mentioned in, and we are very focused and in partnership with the BJC on
education. | mean, you would think that the Holocaust would have stood still today as the
symbol and the reason and the undeniable basis to, to confront antisemitism. And yetin a
poll that we just did in January. We found that 40% of American adults that are in terms of
their online activity, confront Holocaust denialism on online. We're looking at the gaming
space where a lot of young people spend an inordinate amount of time. You can tell, | have
young kids young adult kids but fully 10% of gamers saw Holocaust denialism in the gaming
context and the online gaming context. So, you know, that's another one of the strands, if you
will, of antisemitism, but it it's emblematic of the work that we have to do to push back to
eliminate the existence of antisemitism and Holocaust denialism in those spaces. And then to
counter that with affirmative education.

Beth Goldsmith (14:48):

So I want to jump in, | want to jump for a second, Doron. You just zipped through several of
them, but you, when you began, you talked about the seven tropes, and | think it would help
our audience to know exactly what those actually are, those seven. So what are the most
common tropes, and means, being used against us? If you guys mute yourselves, you cannot
unmute yourselves. That's John's control. So John, you need to unmute, we need to unmute
Doron again. So please don't mute yourselves when you're not speaking. It that's the way our
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system works. Someone else controls the muting. So when it says unmute, you can, but there,
there you go. Sorry, Doron. Go ahead.

Doron Ezickson (15:36):

All right. So Howard and | are even now. So the seven tropes That of Jewish power. So these
are the international conspiracies. The, the notion that we control, you know, there's a cabal,
it's the protocols of the elders of Zion, right? That there's a secret society of power and
government, international governmental control. It is of Jewish greed that the motivation of
Jewish action, you know, the Jewish community action is really rooted in money. It is still the
deicide that Jews are responsible for killing Christ and that we are unholy. We are cursed by
the devil and that's still believe it or not is pervasive, not withstanding, at least the Catholic
church church’s, quite affirmative pronunciation of of that. It is the it is the disgusting trope of
Jewish violence against young children most, and, and the idea of the Passover blood and for
use in the matzo, which you see in much rhetoric in the context of Israel's actions against the
Palestinians.

Doron Ezickson (16:55):

But you also see it domestically here in the United States, uh in something that's right down
the street from me, which was pizza gate. And the notion that there is this pedophile ring
with a Jewish component to it hidden at this little pizza restaurant by the way, the individual
who arrived there with a gun and shot into the air to try to free the children. You'll recall that
about 18 months ago, was free just today from prison And the conspiracy that he touted,
which was QAnon. And that is the core of the QAnon conspiracy is of a secret cabal of child
abusers with a Jewish element to it. It is Holocaust denialism, which is really a more current
manifestation obviously, but that there is a big lie. And it is also about Israel. Anti Zionism or
Zionism is really being the, the assertion of Jewish power in an unjust way, over masses of
people and Jewish violence.

Doron Ezickson (18:01):

And that the Jews are responsible here in the United States for advocating for war in aid of
Israel and, you know, all the, so those are the core tropes and underlying those are a series of
statements about Jews that we test in these about Jewish loyalty and who, you know, Jews
really only care about themselves. They don't re, they, you know, they don't really belong to
the communities in which they live. They think they're better than everyone. They're greedy,
they're powerful. They control Hollywood. They control the media, they control big business.
They started the COVID virus so that they could come up with a vaccine had profit from it,
which has been a very strong current that we've seen recently.

Scott Rifkin (18:44):

So, wait, let me ask a question. It's easy for me as an unrepentant liberal, like | am, to blame
the former pre
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